The church which he had built for St. Peter was
at Ripon, that for St. Andrew was at Hexham;
we have still in each case the confessio, or crypt
for relies, which he built under those churches. In
obedience to the vision, Wilf rith now built a church
of St. Mary by the side of the church of St. Andrew
at Hexham. This present generation has seen
a noble restoration and completion of the abbey
church of Hexham.1

It is scarcely necessary to remark "upon "this
grouping together of churches dedicated to various
saints. At Malmesbury, under St. Aldhelin, there
were six churches on the hill in one group, St.
Andrew, St. Laurence; St. Mary, St. Michael,
St. Peter and St. Paul, and the little Irish basilica
ofMaildulf.                                             " * "

Alcuin mentions also the missionary zeal of the
Northumbrian church, beginning with the early
Ecgbert, who on the expulsion of "Wilfrith left
Ripon, and lived for the rest of his life in Ireland
as a trainer of missionaries. Besides him, Alcuin
names as English missionaries Wibert, "WUbrord,
the two Hewalds, Suidbert, and Wira.

So far Alcuin copied Bede and Eddi In the last
442 lines of his poem he gives us information which
we do not find elsewhere, dealing in some detail
with Bishop Wilfrith II and Archbishops Ecgbert,
Albert, and Eanbald, of York. Wilfrith II resigned
the bishopric of York in the year of Aleuin's birth,
after holding it for fourteen years. A delightful
account of Mm had been handed down to Alcuin's
time. He was to all acceptable, venerable^ honour-
able, lovable. He took great pains in improving
J See also p. 137.